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Florence Hudson is Executive Director and Principal Investigator for the NSF and NIH funded 

Northeast Big Data Innovation Hub at Columbia University, COVID Information Commons, 

Cybersecurity Risk Conference and National Student Data Corps. She is also Founder and CEO of FDHint, 

LLC, a global advanced technology and diversity & inclusion consulting firm, a former IBM Vice President 

and Chief Technology Officer, Internet2 Senior Vice President and Chief Innovation Officer, Special Advisor 

for the NSF Cybersecurity Center of Excellence, and aerospace engineer at the NASA Jet Propulsion Lab and 

Grumman Aerospace Corporation. She earned her Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering degree from 

Princeton University, and executive education certificates from Harvard Business School and Columbia 

University.  

 

Laurie Allen is the Chief of the Digital Innovation Division in the Office of the Chief Information 

Officer at the Library of Congress, where she leads a team devoted to lowering barriers to innovation, 

evaluating emerging tools and approaches, and engaging new perspectives and partners. She joined the 

Library in 2019, after working for nearly 20 years in academic libraries, most recently as the Director of 

Digital Scholarship at the University of Pennsylvania Libraries. Laurie has a Masters in LIS from Simmons 

College. When she’s not working (and even when she is), Laurie is a lifelong and devoted Philadelphian. 

 

 


